December 2020

WELL DONE!
A huge ‘well done’ to our pupils. They have worked so hard over the term and
have demonstrated time and again what a special group of children they are.
They’ve been involved in many activities and fundraising since September,
both inside and outside of school.
Here are some of the highlights so far – we hope you enjoy reading all about it!
Last week the Reception
children enjoyed a woodland
walk, linking to the story ‘Stick
Man’. The children had a great
time hunting for Stick Man and
the family, and looking for his
Family Tree

FUNDRAISING SUPERSTARS!
Oliver Evans in Reception is currently
doing a back to front advent where he
adds an item to a box each day that
can be donated to his local church
for Christmas.
Samantha Stanton, another of our pupil’s in Reception,
has also been a superstar in a year where giving and
caring has mattered the most. Samantha has helped
mum fundraising through Friday night bingo, raising
money to buy food for their local food bank.

BAG 2 SCHOOL
A big thank you to everyone
who donated unwanted
clothing to our recent
Bag2school collection.
You donated 410Kg
and we raised £141
for our Eco projects.

Jack Ryder (Reception) and his sister Layla Ryder (Year 3)
have been busy this weekend preparing an amazing
Christmas hamper for the Storehouse Project, to support
local families in need.

CHILDREN IN NEED
A huge "Thankyou" to everyone who
contributed to the super fun wacky
hair and headwear day for
Children in Need.
We raised a fabulous total of £446.92.

Our Macmillan "cake away" was a tremendous success.
We managed to raise a whopping £713.25!!!
We couldn't have done it without the incredible support from you.
Thank you. You are AMAZING!

The Year One children had a wonderful afternoon recycling
their old plastic bottles and creating something very special to
signify a very important date. In preparation for Remembrance
Day 2020, the children made poppies out of the bottom of
plastic bottles. We assembled them all to the tree outside of our
classroom door and created a Remembrance Day tree in
memory of all of the soldiers who fought in the war. The children
were so proud of it and we were as equally proud of the efforts
they went to.
Well done Year One!

The children had an
exciting couple of days
when they took part in
the ‘TriKidz IronKidz
Challenge’.
Over the two days the
children, as a whole,
completed a triathlon
event consisting of a
13.88km swim, 723km
cycle and 111.8km run!
The children had lots of
fun whilst also keeping fit
and learning new skills.
Well done Marus Bridge!

CREATING A BUZZ
Classes across the school
enjoyed the fresh air and our
lovely grounds throughout
November, by planting a
variety of bulbs to hopefully
create some Spring colour.
Our Eco children are
particularly keen to create
habitats for mini beasts and
pollinators and produce
nectar bars and nectar
corridors for bees. We
cannot wait to see the
bumblebees enjoying the
early flowering Crocus in
February.
We have also planted
Daffodils and Narcissi in the
grass and filled pots full of
tulips. There are even some
native Bluebells to look out
for in April.
We cannot wait for Spring to
see how well we planted our
bulbs

In Year One we also looked at another special day...’Bonfire
Night’ and the meaning behind it. We sat around our class
campfire with our hot chocolate and marshmallows and
talked all about the infamous Guy Fawkes and how he
attempted to blow up the House of Parliament using
gunpowder! The children thoroughly enjoyed their campfire
experience, finishing the experience off by creating
chocolate covered sparklers. Well, you can’t have Bonfire
night without sparklers.
Our live virtual tours are proving to be very successful.
It includes a live walk around the school with Mr Gaskill and
the opportunity to get any questions you may have
answered live.
If you or someone you know are interested in taking a virtual
tour of our wonderful school, it is really easy to book on to
one.
Just email us at: enquiries@marusbridge.co.uk and we will
send you the Zoom link to join us on the day.

LITTER PICKING HERO!
Back in October, Year 5 had a fantastic time at the
Anderton Centre. They had lots of fun kayaking,
paddle boarding, orienteering
and canoeing.
They ended the day toasting
marshmallows by the
campfire.

ECO WARRIOR NEWS
We will be continuing with our reduce,
reuse and recycle initiatives across and
around school this year. Don’t forget you
can still recycle used batteries in school – the recycling
tub is in reception. We have an in-school paper
collection every Thursday and the paper is picked up
and taken away for recycling.
Don’t forget the Living Streets Walk to School is still
running. All children who walk to school or Park and
Stride (park 5/10 minutes away and walk) will be
awarded a badge each month. (Badges have
arrived.) This is great for their health and well being
and keeps cars and emissions away from our school
and more importantly the children.

We are so proud of Freya
Humphray in Year 3! Freya wasn't
happy with the amount of litter she
could see on her walk to school
and decided that something
needed to be done so she wrote a
letter to Wigan Council to express
her concerns.
The council wrote back to Freya to
express how thankful they were for
bringing this to their attention. They
have assured Freya that they will
be taking steps to try and reduce
the litter in the local area; what an
excellent outcome!
Freya also requested
her own litter
picker and spent
the weekend with
her little sisters,
Olivia and Alice,
picking up litter
around the local
area.
We are so proud of you Freya; you
are a credit to both school and the
local community.

Year Five are currently studying the Ancient Greeks and were set a
homework project to create facts files, build models, make
costumes, paint pictures etc.
Miss Bibby, Mrs Bower, Mrs Burrows and Miss Whittaker have had their ‘hats knocked off’ by the
superb projects that have been coming into school.
The children presented their projects last Wednesday when we hosted an Ancient Greek Day.
Year 5 looked amazing dressed
up as Ancient Greeks and had
lots of fun presenting their
projects, tasting delicacies
from Greece, and creating
Greek artwork.

CHRISTMAS
JUMPER DAY
What a spectacular show of support for
our Christmas jumper day fundraisers! We
were overwhelmed with the generosity of
our families and cannot thank you
enough for your fantastic levels of
generosity.
A big 'WELL DONE' to Y6F who organised
this year’s donations to The Brick - which
completely filled
Mr Gaskill and
Mr Aldridge's cars!

End of term – Friday 18th
December. Pick-up times
of 12.40pm for EYFS/KS1
and 1.00pm for KS2.
Staff INSET Day –
Monday 4th January
School Reopens for Spring Term –
Tuesday 5th January

NOT JUST THE KIDS!
It’s not just the children that are fundraising
superstars …
Martyn Clarke, Evan Clarke’s (Y4) dad is
attempting his first Ultra Run for Motor Neurone
Disease. This consists of a 145 mile run from Dec
12th for 12 days, which is part of the
Endurance Store's Festive Virtual Ultra run
across Lapland
Martyn will be running just under a Half
Marathon every day for 12 days...
This is the equivalent of running from Wigan to
Hull and another 30 miles further!
Please read, share and donate for a great
cause...
Here is the link to Martyn’s story, inspired by
Kevin Sinfield’s 7 marathons for Rob Burrow
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/martyn
-clarkemnd
Thank you

MESSAGE FROM MR GASKILL
I hope you have enjoyed reading about all the lovely things that are happening in school.
Normally around now, we would be gearing up for a series of Christmas plays, including our
annual community event at St. Paul's. We can't do that this year, but I am sure you will agree
that we will be giving the children a very special Christmas week from Monday. The hall and
classrooms are looking bright and festive, the Christmas dinner will be wholesome, filling, and
tasty and we can feel pleased with our hard work in keeping each other safe. Thanks so much
for supporting the Brick on Christmas Jumper Day. It has been a tough year for many, and all
your donations will go to families in need.
Thank you for your kindness.

